Age influences on intestinal sugar absorption.
Intestinal absorption of sugars show differences depending on animals age. This is demonstrated using in vivo and in vitro techniques. The age dependence relationship is present in animals of different species such as avian, rodents and ruminants. In chicken the intestinal sugar transport increases after hatching and attains its maximum capacity by the first week of life. The D-glucose and D-galactose uptake is greater in young rats, maximum at 21 days, while it decreases thereafter. The total capacity of the small intestine of adult sheep for sugar absorption was approx. 25% of that for lambs less than 1 week of age. The differences observed in intestinal absorption of sugars at different ages could be attributed to differences in sodium and calcium transport. Other authors assume that it is induced by morphological differentiation during intestinal development.